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Description Highland Tour Santa Cruz 

• Duration: 3 hours aprox 

• Route: El Chato, Lava Tunnels 

• Place of Departure: You can take the Tour from Puerto Ayora, or on your trip to the 

airport. 

Tour upper part Santa Cruz 

This tour covers the main attractions of the northern part of Santa Cruz Island. To make 

the most of the time, this tour is usually done right after leaving the airport, since the 

places we are going to visit are located halfway from the Ilabaca Canal to Puerto Ayora, 

where the activity of Santa Cruz Island is concentrated. However, we can adapt to the 

schedules and preferences of tourists and organize it on the day or at the time that best 

suits them. These are the main points that are covered in the Upper Part of the Santa Cruz 

Island tour. 

El Chato Reserve  

El Chato is a private reserve on Santa Cruz Island where there is a large reserve of giant 

Galapagos tortoises in their natural and free state. Within this reserve there are very 

green trails that can be traveled and, on the way, to find the turtles. Inside the reserve you 

can also enjoy a delicious lunch of typical Ecuadorian food and take photos with the shell 

of a turtle. 

The Lava Tunnels 

The Lava Tunnels in Santa Cruz are also part of the attraction of the El Chato Reserve. 

These tunnels are natural formations of past volcanic eruptions. It is an impressive path 

created by nature of approximately 2000 meters, but only approximately 250 can be 

accessed by security. However, this tour is totally worth it. The natural cavern is 

impressive inside and a little damp, so it is recommended to wear sports shoes and walk 

carefully as it can be a little dark despite the lighting that has been placed. 

include: 

Guide, transportation, entrance, snack 


